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Tough love  
parenting

The Alcohol Education Trust –  
“Tackling early age drinking”

Welcome to our 
annual newsletter 
about what is going 
on in the Distillers’ 
Charity. 2015 has 
been a busy and 
exciting year and 
we are pleased 

with our progress, but there is still a 
lot more to be done. In this edition we 
will illustrate how we have made a real 

difference to those people in need and 
how you can help us to achieve our 
5-year objective to increase our income 
to £100k. Our carefully chosen strategy 
continues to focus on three main areas: 
•   Alcohol related education targeted at 

young people.
•   Scholarships and support for people in  

the trade.
•   The Master’s, The Lord Mayor’s and 

City related charities.

Our charitable work is overseen by 
the Distillers’ Charity Committee that 
includes: Past Master Brian Morrison, 
Upper Warden Richard Watling, Kenny 
Mackay, Paul Milson, Chris Porter, and 
Geoffrey Bush; Kim Lyons provides 
invaluable support for the Charity 
through the Secretariat. I would like to 
thank each of them for their time and 
effort. 
Finally, if you are supporting us 
financially or with time or talent, 
thank you very much. If you aren’t I 
hope this newsletter will encourage 

you to get involved. If you have any 
questions or comments about the 
work of our Charity, please email me at  
grant@ggordon.eu Thank you in 
advance for your generosity.

As a Livery, we 
have committed 
to support alcohol 
education. The 
Alcohol Education 

Trust has developed a number of 
new educational tools that deliver 
important messages about alcohol 
to teenagers. Since we started  
to work with the AET in 2013, this charity 

has made great progress towards their 
goal of providing young people with 
knowledge related to alcohol and 
regarding the dangers of irresponsible 
drinking. To learn more about the 
work of the AET, visit their website  
www.alcoholeducationtrust.org The 
story below shows just how that work 
and your donations are improving the 
lives of children.

The Isle of Wight conjures up beautiful 
images of sand, sea, sailing regattas, 
beach holidays and rolling hills, but 
you may be surprised to learn that 
this idyllic island has seven areas  
that are in the 20% most deprived 
areas in England. With one in five 
island children living in poverty, it 
is in the top 10 areas for under 18 
alcohol-related hospital admissions. 
That is why the Isle of Wight is a focus 
area for our “Talk about alcohol” 
programme, in local schools, which 
encourages teachers to listen and 
engage with young people about their 
worries, concerns and pressures 
around risk-taking and, in particular, 
drinking. By working holistically 
within the community, we have been 
able to concentrate on solutions and 
alternatives to underage drinking 
and drunkenness. Your donations 
have definitely made a difference and 
changed people’s lives and this work 
could not continue without the financial 
help from the Distillers’ Charity. Thank 
you so much.
Helen Conibear
Director
Alcohol Education Trust

2015 Highlights

Brian Morrison, Richard Watling,
Kenny MacKay, Chris Porter

Total £23,400
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 OUR ENDOWMENT
TRUST GREW TO
£693,000
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A: Lord Mayor’s Charity £6900 (29.5%)
B: Alcohol related education £7500 (32%) 
C: Trade scholarships £9000 (38.5%)
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The Benevolent – A compassionate and caring charity
The Wine & 
Spirit Trades’ 
B e n e v o l e n t 

Society (known as the Benevolent) 
is the trade charity for people who  
are currently working in (or have 

worked in) the UK drinks industry in 
any role and in any sector, who have 
got into difficulty. Founded in 1886, the 
Benevolent helps colleagues from the 
trade facing serious medical or financial 
hardship, or any difficulties in the 

workplace or at home. The Benevolent 
is proud to work in partnership with 
The Distillers’ Company to support 
vulnerable members of the trade. To 
find out more about the Benevolents’ 
work, visit www.thebenevolent.org.uk. 
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Scholarships
We support scholarships for high 
performing students at three highly 
acclaimed institutions. These instit-
utions offer a broad number of courses 
and the Company awards Scholarships 
in a number of fields, wholly funded by 
the Distillers’ Charity.

Wine & Spirit Education Trust
The Company awards students a Diploma 
and Professional Certificate in Spirits;  
in addition, a scholarship is awarded  
to the student obtaining the highest 
marks in the Spirits section of the  
WSET’s Diploma examinations. WSET 
courses are not only available to UK 
students, but increasingly are under-
taken by a growing number of students 
from countries across the world. To 
date 1,000 candidates have successfully 
taken the Professional Certificate  
Spirits Course. Emma Head, Alan Wardlaw

Institute of Brewing & Distilling
Each year, the Company awards a 
prize to the candidate with the highest 
mark in the Distilling Diploma, Module 
2. In 2015, this was awarded to Aisling 
Burke from Pernod Ricard. In addition, 
an award is given to the candidate with 
the highest mark in the Fundamentals 
of Distilling paper and, in 2015, this 
was awarded to Emma Head of Diageo. 
In 2015, the Distillers’ Scholarship 
was awarded to Alan Wardlaw, also  
from Diageo.
 

Heriot-Watt University- International 
Centre for Brewing and Distilling
The MSc programme lasts for one year 
and includes a substantial research 
project. The Postgraduate Diploma/MSc 
programme is accredited by the Institute 
of Brewing & Distilling. In 2015, the MSc/
Post-Graduate Diploma sponsored  
by the Company was awarded to  
Camden Winkelstein.

Lord Mayor’s Appeal -  
life changing work 

The story of Frank Purdy
Frank Purdy is passionate about our 
Trade and has incredibly fond memories 
from his many years at Allied Domecq 
as a Regional Manager and then as a 
National Account Manager. He was first 
diagnosed with Primary Progressive 
Multiple Sclerosis in 2007, a type of MS 
that does not respond to traditional 
drug therapies. As time progressed,  
he found his standard manual 
wheelchair increasingly difficult to 
manage. The Benevolent stepped in 
in May 2013 and provided Frank with 

the funds to purchase an electric 
wheelchair specially customized to 
meet his needs and give him back 
his mobility and independence. The 
Benevolent continues to provide 
ongoing practical, emotional and 
financial support to Frank and many 
other beneficiaries according to their 
needs, and a Benevolent Welfare 
Officer conducts regular visits. The 
picture shows Frank talking with Court 
Assistant and Benevolent Trustee, 
Chris Porter.

As a City Livery 
Company we are 
part of an ancient 

community with strong traditions of 
public service and charitable giving 
which include contributions to the 
Sheriffs and Recorders Fund which 
provides grants to ex prisoners to help 
with their rehabilitation into society. The 
Distillers’ Charity donates to the annual 
Lord Mayor’s Appeal which this year  has 
chosen two charities to work with, both of 
which will benefit from more awareness 
and money to support their life-changing 
work. The first charity is the Sea Cadets, 
a national youth charity working with 
14,000 young people in 400 communities, 
45% of which are in deprived areas. The 
second charity is the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation Ltd (JDRF). Every 
90 minutes, someone in the UK is told 
they have type 1 diabetes. This is the 
start of a lifelong sentence of many daily 
insulin injections and finger prick tests, 
just to stay alive. Type 1 diabetes is a 
serious, lifelong condition, which cannot 
be prevented. With support, however, 
the foundation hopes that it can one 
day create a world where this medical 
condition is eradicated completely. Frank Purdy and Chris Porter


